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Account of the Revival of Religion at Lyme Eaft 
Parifh, in Connecticut, finifred. 


Eecing I have mentioned fomething of the /ndians, and 
theHeadQuarters of the Neantich /ndians being within the 
Limits of this Parith ;_ I fhall write a fewThines of the 

wonderful Work of Gon’s Grace among them: A poor 
ignorant People, that for Ages paft have lived tithout God in 
the World , that did not feemto have any Thine of Reli- 
gion among them ; generally given to Sabbath-breaking,but 
efpecially to Dr unkenire/s, and thereby kept themfelves very 
poor and low in the World. 

Some Years paff there were Attempts by preaching the Gof- 
pel anda School among them, to bring them out of their 
beathénifh State to the Knowledge of the rrue Gop and the 
Embracement of the Gofpcl of our Lorn ‘Pesus Curis 
but to fo little good Effeet,» that it was grven over. 

After the remarkable Concern among us 1741, I made an 
Offer to go among them and preach to them 3 but not 1 
ceiving any Encouragement frem them that they would come 
to hear me, I did not go. 

About the Beginning of Aucu/? 1741, the Rev. Mr.D 


port of Long-/fland came and preached to them , and { 

them were hopefully converted by his Miniftry, and tume others 
awakened. A id after that, the religious Concern 1 
continued among them, but increafed for a con{id Pin 
and there are twenty or upward of this Tribe ot Lncians 
have been hopefully converted. And fince that 7 

greater yep rn have been careful to 


ang of the Word on the Lord’s Day a ier Op; ties. 
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When the religious Concern came among thefe /ndians,moft 
of them, and that even thofe ot tliem that have not been 
thought to have experienced a faving Change, very much 
left off their exceffive Di inting and Sabbath breaking. 

Though of them that have not been thought to be con- 
verted, afew of them feem to be returning to their old 
Habit of exceflive drinking. 

And of them that have been hope‘ully converted and 
Church-Members, there hath been two or three Inftances of 
Excefs : but they foon manifetted deep Repentance for it. 

Thofe of the dndians that have been hopefully converted, 
have feemed to live near to Gop, and to have much of the 
divine Prefence with them ; and have been often comforted 
and refrefhed, and filled with Admiration of the wonderful 
Grace of Gop to them. 

It is to be obferved, that the great Senfe of divine Things 
feems to be in a great Meafure abated among tho/e Indians 
as well as among the Englifh, The /ndians not living all 
of them conftantly bere (they not having a fufficient Quantity 
of Land to fupport them/elves and Families, but at Times 
go from us where they can find Work) fome of them have 
joined to other Churches. And of them that I hope have ex- 
perienced a faving Change, fome, through Fears and Scru- 
ples of their own good Eftate, are not as yet joined with any 
Church. 

Thus [ have given a very fhort Account of the wonderful 
and remarkable Work of Gop’s Grace. Let Gop have 
all the Praife and Glory of it. And let us with united 
Hearts fupplicate the Gon of all Grace, that he will not 
fuffer his own Work to languifh and die: but that he will 
pour out his Spirit more plentifully than ever, in the 
Awakening, Conviction and Converfion of Sinners, and in 
the Inlightening, Quickening and Confolation of Saints. 

I detire your Prayers for me, my People and the Jndians ; 
and fubfcribe my felf your Friend and Brother in Gofpel 


Bonds. 
: George Grifwoid. 
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New-Lonpon North Parifo in Conneéticut. 115 


An Account of the Beginning of the Revival of Religion 
at New-Lonpon NorthParith, in a Letter from the 
Rev.MrGrifwold, to the Rev. Mr.Prince in Bofton, 
as a1 Append x to the foregoing Account. 


Lyme Eaft-Parifo April 9. 1744. 

Rev. Sir, 

FTER I had concluded my former Account of the won- 
derful Works of Gon’s Grace in this Place ;_ taking 
more particular Notice than I had before, I obferved that 
you defir’d your Brethren fhould give an Account not only 
of the Work of Gon in their own Parifbes, but alfo of what 
they had feen remarkable in other Places. And therefore | 
add this as a Poft/cript to my former Account. 

Upon the Report of the remarkable Concern among us 
April 1741 5 the Rev. Mr. David Fewet of the NorthPariyh 
in New-London, in the Beginning of May came here and 
preached two Sermons to the good Acceptance of my Peo- 
ple. And asa Return for his good Will, toward the /atter 
End of May 1 went and preached two Sermons in /is Pari/h. 
Before 1 went, there was a Serioufnefs on the Minds of many 
there ; though nothing of the vifible Appearance of a remar- 
kable Concern, like what had been among us. « I obferved 
that almoft all his People came to Meeting ; tho’ on a/# eck 
Day. AndI obferveda great Serioufnefs and Attention to 
the Word preached, and many Tears fhed at the hearing of 
the Word ; tho’ I did not hear of any faving Etfeét of it on 
the Hearts of any Perfons, neither was there any Outcry 
or Fainting : Though, as afterward I was told, there were 
fome that received thofe Impreffions and Concern art the 
hearing thofe Sermons that ftuck by them till they hopefully 
experienced a faving Change. 

The Summer and Fail following, there was a Concern a- 
mong the People ; and as I have been told, about ten o: 
twelve hopefully converted. 

About the datter End of Fuly Mr. Davenport came there ; 
and Mr. ‘ewet, as 1 was told, refufed to give him an Ac- 
count of his Experiences of the Work of Gon’s Spirit on 
his Heart: whereupon Mr. Davenport publickly delivered 
as his Opinion or at leaft his great Fears that Mr. ‘Fewet was 
unconverted. Upon this, there arofe an Uneafinefs among 
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thofe of his People that had (perhaps too) great an Efteem of 
Mr. Davenport : And about the Beginning of the next Vin- 
ter, a Number of his People feemed to be got almoft at the 
Point of Separation from him. 1 being invited by fome of 
my Brethren in the Miniftry to vilit them and preach to their 
People ; about the /atter Endof November, I fet out on a 
{mall Journey to preach ; and a/ma/? every Day preached 
twicea Day. At this Time People were exceeding greedy 
to hear the Word, flocked in great Crouds where the Word 
was preached. For near aFortnigbt I did not fee much Effect 
of my preaching that was remarkable for this Day.. Indeed 
fome Cried out under the Senfe of Sin and'divine Wrath, 
and fome were overcome with Joy and the Senfe of the Love 
of Gop ; but the moft of them hadvhad thefe Impreffions on 
them before in hearing the Word ; unlefs one.or ttvoPerfons, 
as I heard afterward, that Gop was pleated to make Ule of 
my Miniftry as a Means of their faving Change. 
As I returned homeward on Saturday the thirteenth Day 
after my going from Home; I called to vifit the Rev. Mr. 
‘Fewet ; and in Difcourfe with him I found that he was de- 
firous I fhould tarry and preach to his People, and he would 
go and preach forme. I confented ; and we concluded 


he fhould preach not only to my People on the Lord’s Day, 


but alfo a Leéfure about the middle of the Day on Monday ; 
and that I fhould preach for him not only on the Lord’s 
Day, but on the Lord’s Day Evening and Monday and Mdon- 
day Evening; and on Tuefday, Wednefday and» Tiurfday at 
fome other Parifhes where I thought and partly knew 
I was defired to preach ; and on Friday as I returned home- 
ward, that I fhould preach for Mr. ‘fewet again in the 
Afternoon and intheEvening. I felt fomething of Reluctancy 
to tarry another Week from Home, and in fuch painful 
Service as riding from Place to Place and preaching twice a 
Day, that is, once in the Day and ‘once in the Evening : 
but I thought there was the Hand of Gop in it ; and it was 
not a Thing of my own chufing ; and compofed my felf to 
be as quiet as I could. Butit feems Gop had fome Work 
for me the moft unworthy of his Servants to do that I did 
not know of. 

On the Lora’s Day,which was about the gth or 10th Day 
ot December 1741 (it is to be noted that in the Pari/h the 
People live fo fcattered and remote that they have but one 

Sermon 
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Sermon in the Winter ina Day) there feemed to be confide- 
rable of Concern, and the Movings of the Spirit of Gop 
among the People ; and about the clofe of the Sermon there 
was one Negro that had hopefully a faving Difcovery of 
Jesus CuRIsT, and received C eniolution. I preached a 
Leéture in the Evening of the /ame Day; and there feem’d 
avery great Pouring out of the SPIRIT ; many were in 
reat Diftrefs, crying out under a Senfe of Sin and th 
Wrath of Gop ; and fundry that were hopetully converted 
before, feemed to be filled with the Spirit, and with ear- 
neft Defire for the Converfion of others, and a Spirit of 
Prayer for it. After Sermon was ended, about two or three 
Hours were fpent with the Diftrefled,in counfelling of them, 
and praying with and forthem. This Evening about three 
or four Perfons received Confolation, and were hopefully 
brought to receive Jesus CuRIsrT. 

On Monday | preached again at the Meeting-Houte ; ; and 
there feemed to be a great “Pouring out of the Spirit of 
Gop ; and many in Diftrefs, and one hopefully had a Di 
covery of Jesus CuHRiIst, and received Confolation. 
On Monday Evening | preached again in the Meeting-Houfe : 
and the Dittrefs of the People was fo great among them 
that tarried in the Meeting-Houfe the Space between the 
publick Exercifes, that I was obliged to fpeak tox the People 
to compofe and ftill them, or I could not have had Oppor- 
tunity to pray with or preach tothem. Though there were 
Out-cries in the Time of publick Exercife, yet not fo much 
as to interrupt the publick Worfhip. Within the Space of 
about two or three Minutes after the Ble/ing was given, 
theregeemed to bea wonderful Outpouring of the SPigiT : 
many Souls in great Diftrefs ; and thofe that were converted 
before, much concerned for the good of Souls; and about 
three or four Hours were {pent ,in counfelling the Diftie.ed 
and praying with them. 

It isto be noted that the Rev. Mr. David ‘fewet this 
Evening returned Home ; and if 1 miftake not came iato 
the Meeting-Houfe in Sermon time : and within a few 
Minutes after Sermon was ended and the Bleffing given, the 
Spr1rRitT of Gop came down on Him in a wonderful Man- 
ner; he feemed to be full of Spirit and Life from the 
Lorn ; and this Evening he fpent fome Hours in praying 
with, counfelling and exhorting of his People: and now 


they 
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they that before feemed to be at (ie Point of Separation from 
him, had their Hearts wonderfully united to him : (A happy 
Providence) and ever fince he has appeared very lively and 
fervent in the Spirit of the Lorp and in his Caufe. This 
Evening about /even or eight had hopefully a true Difcovery 
of JesusCuristT,were converted,and receivedConfolation. 

On Friday this Week, as I returned I preached aLeéture ; 
and there feemed to be (if I don’t forget) confiderable of the 
Movings of the Sprritr. -I had thought to preach a Lecture 
this Evening ; but the Diftrefs was fo great, that I thought 
Gop called rather to fpend the Time in Prayer with and 
counfelling of the Diftrefled ; and the Evening was fo fpent. 

The Number of them that hopefully experienced a faving 
Change in Mr. Fewet’s Parith this Week, either at the pub- 
lick Meetings, or in the Space between, was fuppofed to be 
about twenty Perfons. Let Gop have all the Glory of it, 
if he hath made Ufe of me the left of all Saints and moft 
unworthy of the Minifters, as an Inftrument of Good to 
any Souls. 


George Grifwold. 





Account of the Revival of Religion in the West 
Paris of Lyme in Connecticut, about 130 
Miles Southweftward of Bofton, in a Letter from the 
Rev. Mr. Parfons, Paftor of the Church there. 


To the Reverend Mr. Prince of Bofton. 


Lyme April 14. 1744. 
Rev. Sir, 
— have been fo many Prejudices in the Minds of 
People, againft the late glorious Effufion of the Hoty 
SPIRIT ; and fo many Mifreprefentations of it refpeéting 
this Place in particular, that Ihave been long doubtful in 
my own Mind, whether it wou’d be conducive to the Inte- 
reft of Curist’s Kingdom, for me to give the Publick 
any Account of the very gracious Revival of Religion among 
us ; or whether it was beft to be filent, left Men fhould re- 
proach and mock yet more and more. But at length, 1 am 
prevail’d upon; and confidering the vaft Falfhoods that 
have been fpread about the Country refpecting our — 
an 
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and Practices in this Place, you muft fuffer me to he a little 
more particular, than otherwife I thould be 5 betides my 
giving fome H.nts of the Town, its Settlement, &c. and my 
firft settlement aifo. 

Lyme is a Town, I fuppofe, near /oventy feven Years old : 
it was orizinally the fame with Saybrook, and is that Part of 
it which lieson the Eaf Side of Conne@icut River. When 
the GENERAL Court fet it off to enjoy the Priviledges of 
a Town, and gave it a Name, there were (carcely thirty Fa- 
milies in the whole, as [ am informed by fome of our aged 
People. They called the Rev. Mr. Mo/es Noyes to preach 
among them, foon after they had Town Priviledges beftowed 
upon them. He came and preach’d about twenty Years to 
the People before he was ordained, and forty Years after- 
wards. He wasefteem’d, by the beft Judges that knew 
him, a Man of great and extenfive Learning, an excellent 
Chriitian and judicious Divine. Astohis Principles in the 
Doétrines of Religion, they were truly Calviniffic, as ap~ 
pears from his Notes, fome of which I have by me: And the 
Rev. Mr. Mather fays in his Funeral Sermon, that he often 
lamented the Errors, which he fear’d were creeping in among 
us ; particularly inthe Schools and young Candidates for the 
Minifiry. This was what made him backward to have 2 
Colleague. Heus’d to fay * Pelag'an and Arminian Principles 
were fo contrary to ChriftianExperience that it washard to fay 
fuch as embrac’d them were convertedMen’.As tohisOpinion 
about the Difcipline of the Church ; fome fay that he was a 
Prefbyterian ; Mr. Mather calls him a moderate Congregational 
Man; but others fay he approv’d of the Articles of Agree- 
ment drawn up by a General Council held at Saybrook in the 
Year 1708. Tho’ the /atter Account, I think, muft bea 
Mittake, if either of the former are true. When old Age 
had bow’d him together, and he found himfelf unable to 


do the needful Services of the Miniftry, he confented to _ 


have a Minifter fettled with him, if one cou’d be found 
whom he judg’d fit for the Office: And after fome Trials, 
at laft the People fent forMr. Samuel Pierpont, Son to the very 
excellent the Rev. Mr. aoe Pierpont of New- Haven. 
He came to this Town Feb. 16. 1720,1. and foon approv’d 
himfelf to the Paffer and Chriffian People, for his Piety and 
minifterial Gifts. But being very young he declin’d fettling 
for fometime : *twas almoft @ Year and ten Months before he 
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was ordain’d, from the Time of his firft coming to preach 
in this Place. December 12. 1722, he was folemnly fepe- 
rated to the Work ot the Miniftry, to the great Satisfaction 
of Mr. Noyes and the People. Now this aged Servant of 
Curis1 had gotten an Helper, who agreed with him in the 
fame Doétrines of Faith, and flam’d with holy Zeal for 
Souls ; he tho’t the Danger over, and was ready to fay, Now 
letteft thou thy Servant depart in Peace. But Mr. Prerpont’s 
‘Lime, after bis Settlement, was very fhort ; on the 15th of 
March following his Ordination, he was drowned, as he was 
crofing Connedticut River ina Canoe; and then Mr. Neyes 
was left to mourn, and labour in the Miniftry under the 
many Infirmities of old Age, alone. 

I think the Town was divided into two Parifes before 
Mr. Peirpont’s Death; and inthe Year 1724, if I miftake 
not, the Court fet off a third. Befides thefe three, there are 
two other Pasifhes made, partly, out of this Town ; one of 
which is made partly out of Colcheffer , and the other partly 
out of £af- Haddam, two adjoining Towns. 

Mr. Noyes being left of many on each Side, (by Reafon 
of Parifh Bounds) that us’d to be his /pecra/ Charge, be went 
on preaching to that Part of the Town which is call’d the 
firft Parifhb. Indeed, he cou’d not preach conftantly, and 
therefore the People provided Help for him ; and were de- 
figned,as foon as pofible, to have another fettle among them. 
"Their venerable Paftor, who had been labouring for fo many 
Years in the Word and Doétrine, died Nevemb. 10th 1729, 
in the 86th Year of his Age, and left the People in a very 
broken and divided State : they were then very zealoufly 
contending about the fettling of another Minifter, who had 
been preaching among them for fome Time before. But 
after fome hard Struggles that Gentleman tho’t it a Piece of 
Prudence to leave them: And when the Hope of fome and 
Fear of others about his fettling was pretty well over, they 
gave me an Invitation to preach as a Probationer for Settie- 
ment. ‘This was in lefs than fix Months after | took my fir? 
Degree at YALE-CoLLEGE ; yet, with the Concurrence 
of the Rev. and Hon. Mr. Witt1aAms, then Rector of 
that Correce, 1 came hither Febr. 2gth 1729, 30,and had 
a Call from the People the AZay following, to fettle in the 
Work of the Miniftry among them : Which Call was again 
renewed the /atier End of the Summer. 

(Ta be continued.) 








